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Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890) 


Photograph of Vincent van 
Gogh at the age of 19. 

Motto: letter 13 (January 
1874) of Vincent to Theo van 
Gogh in: The Complete Letters 
of Vincent van Gogh, vol. 1, 
Greenwich & London 1958. 
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he holdings of the Rijksmuseum 
j Vincent van Gogh are wellknown to 

researchers studying Van Gogh and 
Post-Impressionism. Even before the museum 
opened in 1973, V.W. van Gogh was sharing 
his knowledge of Vincent with art historians 
from all over the world, and the collection - the 
works of art as much as the documents and 
archives - is still a vital source of information 
for any research project. The discoveries 
made in Amsterdam find their way into books, 
exhibition catalogues and articles in scholarly 
journals. 

However, no matter how intensive and 
fruitful the research of the past few decades 
has been, there are always facts which yield 
their true secrets only when published in their 
proper context. Letters, for instance, may 
contain useful information, but their value 
frequently depends on the overall context of 
the correspondence to which they belong. A 
quotation often reveals no more than a half- 
truth, and something that one researcher 
cannot use may well be the elusive clue which 
another has been seeking. 

The aim of the series Cahiers Vincent is to 
make available as much as possible of the 
documentary material preserved by the 
Vincent van Gogh Foundation in an integral 
and self-contained form. It is intended asa 
regular source of archival material for readers 
and researchers interested in Vincent van 
Gogh, and will be published in English in 
order to reach the widest possible audience. 
Although the sources will always be annotated, 
our object is to present texts, visual material 
and other data burdened with as little 
interpretation as possible. Our comments will 
be brief; more detailed analysis will be left to 
our colleagues. 


In addition to publishing our own archives, 
we are happy to open the pages of the Cahiers 
Vincent as a forum for similar data from other 
collections, for which it is often difficult to find 
a suitable outlet. Our future plans include 
Cahiers dealing with the family letters, 
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biographical data on the Van Gogh family in 
the 19th century, and provenance research. 

It seemed fitting to let the artist speak for 
himself in this first Cahier Vincent, which is 
devoted to the poetry albums which Vincent 
compiled for his brother Theo and for the 
artist Matthijs Maris in 1875. A year later 
Vincent made several very similar entries in 
the visitors’ book of Annie Slade-Jones, the 
wife of an English clergyman. Cahier Vincent 1 
closes with a few isolated poems and prose 
fragments which may originally have been 
enclosed with some of the letters, but whose 
precise provenance has not yet been 
established. These writings are now being 
published for the first time, and between them 
they add depth to our knowledge of Van 
Gogh’s early literary taste, supplementing the 
information in the letters. Van Gogh loved to 
share his enthusiasms with others, and now it 
is our turn to join the circle. 

We have chosen to present a photographic 
reproduction of the manuscript poems and 
texts. Van Gogh’s sources are so wellknown 
and easily available that it was considered 
unnecessary to supply transcriptions. We felt 
that the reader would benefit far more from 
seeing how the young Vincent, writing as 
neatly as possible, diligently copied page after 
page for his brother and friends. Each text is 
accompanied by a brief note identifying the 
author and source of the extract, together 
with appropriate references to letters in which 
Van Gogh displays his interest in the author or 
text. 

Cahier Vincent I was compiled by Fieke 
Pabst, the museum documentalist, whose 
painstaking identification of the poems and 
prose fragments continues and supplements 
the earlier study by Fieke Pabst and Evert van 
Uitert, A literary life, with a list of books and 
periodicals read by Van Gogh, in: 

Evert van Uitert & Michael Hoyle (eds.), 
The Rijksmuseum Vincent van Gogh, 
Amsterdam 1987, pp. 68-84. 

I am extremely grateful to Mr E. Ebbinge, 

Director of the Teylers Museum in Haarlem, 
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for permission to publish the album for 
Matthijs Maris, for it rounds out this aspect of 
Vincent’s literary interests. Many thanks are 
also due to the Uitgeverij Waanders b.v., and 
last but not least to the Vincent van Gogh 
Foundation, whose cooperation and financial 
support have made this series possible. 


Ronald de Leeuw 
Director of the Rijksmuseum Vincent van Gogh 
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incent van Gogh was an insatiable 
: / reader, and the poetry albums 

published here bear witness to the 
range of his taste and the variety of his 
interests. The verses copied by Van Gogh are 
drawn from the works of vastly different 
writers - St. Augustine, Emile Zola, Ernest 
Renan, Heinrich Heine -, and for the 20th- 
century documentalist, research into the 
sources of all these loose citations was not 
always an easy task. Many questions would 
have remained unanswered without the help 
of others, and I would like especially to thank 
Eva Gratama for her enthusiastic assistance 
with this project. Jan Hulsker and Artemis 
Karagheusian stood by me steadily with advice 
and help, and my colleagues Han van Crimpen 
and Louis van Tilborgh were helpful in the 





museum. I should also like to thank Martin 
Bailey, Gene Moore, Anneke Verkade- 
Bruining, B.P. Postmus and reverend Soeting 
for their help in tracking down the original 
sources of the poems. 


It was not always possible to locate the 
particular edition of a given work which Van 
Gogh would have used; moreover, some 
editions were unavailable in Holland. In both 
cases I have used the best editions I could find. 

Quotations of Van Gogh’s letters in the 
explanatory notes are taken from The 
Complete Letters of Vincent van Gogh 
(Greenwich & London, 1958), with occasional 
adjustments to correct errors of translation. 


Fieke Pabst 
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FIRST POETRY ALBUM FOR THEO VAN GOGH 
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Theo van Gogh (1857-1891) 


his book measures 15.6 x 9.6 cm., and 
| consists of 32 lined pages sewn 

together with thread. The same 
paper was used for the cover, but pasted to it is 
athin, coloured sheet of paper which hides the 
binding threads. The cover is dark green and 
dark brown, with a beige cruciform decoration 
on the brown. All 32 pages are covered with 
writing in black ink, wich has faded slightly to 
brown. The vignette on the spine is probably 
the printer’s. In the centre are the letters Rd, 
with indistinct letters above and below. 

Judging by the position of the vignette, 

Vincent seems to have used the book the 
wrong way round (which accounts for the 
occasional reverse numbering in the entries 
below). The handwriting is regular, and he 
clearly went to great pains to produce a fair 
copy. The album contains ten fragments by 
three French authors: Joseph Autran (1813- 
1877), Charles Augustin Sainte-Beuve (1804- 
1869) and Jules Michelet (1798-1874). On the 
last page and the inside back cover (pp. 32a 





and 32b) are some pencilled calculations 
which were probably made by Theo. Crosswise 
over p. 32a are three columns of figures 
headed Moe (Mother), Pa and T(heo). On the 
inside of the cover are two columns of figures 
with the words Pa and T. 

It is impossible to give this album a precise 
date, but it was undoubtedly compiled some 
time in the 1870s. Joseph Autran is not 
mentioned anywhere in Vincent’s letters to 
Theo, and there is only one quotation from 
Sainte-Beuve (letter 31; 5 July 1875). Michelet, 
on the other hand, features fairly frequently 
in the correspondence, although his La Mer is 
only mentioned once (letter 226; 11 February 
1883), Van Gogh liked L’Oiseau better. Not 
only does he mention it twice in the letters, but 
according to P.C. Gérlitz, who shared a room 
with him in Dordrecht (January 1877-30 April 
1877), Vincent found it a very moving book 
(see The Complete Letters of Vincent van 
Gogh, Greenwich & London 1958, p. 107, 
no. 94a). 





Charles Augustin Sainte-Beuve 
(1804-1869) 





Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
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Cover of Poetry Album + 
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p. 1-2 


1-7 

Joseph Autran (1813-1877) 
L’H6ritier présomptif, Oeuvres 
completes, vol. 2: La Vie 
rurale, Paris 1875, pp. 113- 
117. Vincent copied all 23 
verses of this poem, which he 
called L’Héritier. There is no 
mention of the poet in his 
letters to Theo. 


p.3-4 
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p. 7-8 


8-11 

Joseph Autran 

Les Rivages, Oeuvres 
completes, vol.2: La Vie rurale, 
Paris 1875, pp. 80-82. 
Vincent's copy is different 
from the original in a few 
places. Autran called his 
poem in this edition Les 
Chevres. 
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p.9-10 


p. 11-12 


1 

Joseph Autran 

La Chanson d’Octobre, 
Ocuvres completes, vol. 2: La 
Vie rurale, Paris 1875, 

pp. 185-187. Vincent copied 
only the first of the ten verses. 


12-14 

Joseph Autran 

Derniéres feuilles, Oeuvres 
completes, vol. 2: La Vie 
rurale, Paris 1875, pp. 256- 
258. 
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p. 13-14 


14-16 ae ie spite) Pa ees 
Joseph Autran PS apa oer se ae eta 
Les Funérailles de l'année, : Ebece taba ar rato Sa ples : + forten bait H. 2 
Oeuvres completes, vol.2: La ; a RSA ALS SOs ait gages 

Vie rurale, Paris 1875, Sit pace ras ep phan Paes eer i 

Pp. 273-275. Vincent's copy pees is? spiel eckact bet piseque rellinkacds [cuaee 

is different from the original in Bree : Splits : ; : ; a4 : ‘ 
a few places. Autran called his Cay . oh 
poem in this edition Fin 
d’année. 


p. 15-16 
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p. 17-18 
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Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve 

Sonnet, 

Poésies completes, Paris 1845, 
pp. 424-425, 


p. 19-20 


Sess : sites peeman ec ak Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
moe cette Polele vidle ih er ucaens La Vise : La Mer, Paris 1861, pp. 14-15. 
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Jules Michelet 

L’Oiseau, Paris 1856, 

pp. 152-153. 

From the poem L ’Hirondelle 
(after Rickert) Vincent first 
copied the sixth verse, making 
a mistake in the first line, then 
the fifth verse. 


p. 23-24 


23-32 

Jules Michelet 

L’Oiseau, Paris 1856, 

pp. 306-313. 

Vincent left out ten lines from 
p. 309, 16 from p. 311, and 
another 15 from p. 315. 
Vincent wrote to Theo about 
L’Oiseau and L’Amourin letter 
121 of 3 April 1878 ‘If one is 
struck by some book or other 
- for instance, by Michelet’s 
L’Hirondelle, L’Alouette, Le 
Rossignol, Les Aspirations 
d’Automne, 

‘Je vois d’ici une dame’, 
‘J’aimais cette petite ville 
singuliére’ - it is because it is 
written from the heart in 
simplicity and meekness of 
mind. It is better to say few 
words that have real 
significance than to say many 
that are mere idie sounds, as 
useless as they are easy to 
utter. If one keeps on loving 
faithfully what is really worth 
loving, and does not waste 
one’s love on insignificant and 
unworthy and meaningless 
things, one will gradually get 
more light and grow stronger.’ 


14 CAHIER VINCENT 1 





sates 


e . 
be le peuncays Sn Ik teveent brea ¢ Acrende lle 


« ole le jecerceate 
{ i 
4 : / ee A eomeer \ j 
Llaa cheant ie ceveenth torpor ... € lle. eta.ceas be cassvieasd ete bus [ee 
i 


' i t mas ‘ 
Whiquc ciesatiaun, Wh : oyiee c'est beta a th beer. j* puretce quand jt prothes 


Tacaiss ! ! 
fod ce eee jet cused e fois Co fre, annie , brit ¢ bait plore j 
a 
Vitoria j6 tevin, quod [< Levine 
j 


5 : { Hl e 
Ce qeee elenrcbiarcl, €¢ qua chor tovet ve Tuer oe pire Ope levide.. 


Cells epee beuarte rs Le preaterrjas, 


ft 


NN ad ah cy} rae 
Ra serthls sillorqe cle Vaile ,tasand levellagede? Ste weve been U hepawce elles 
i ) 


Sy beim Buvesae cle Ve elle clicwife endeared Sb Pa rnuine Ved Cae de vevavg Le 
; Mois le vide Su evcur certo, wou peale le vede Weweee 
Ech s ioe aube: Lewnpliaw .. 
4 ~~ =p. J 
Nyehelet bss apres fertelkack 


{ d iWenv <tc 


ve Laie we }« prscbes qeceured je povekes ; 
: 
Shoiernt plerrw Uevrvrnocce « le cot[ ee ’ 


een * Levens pqpeeeeree it Lev gary 





F ‘ ‘ ~ ’ 

[= tre Tlowuvumts pres op eee fe vive. 

+ [ j 

Oh phen teyce de teeta 

v 
* fia 
it woteale pra et vewlerrerth corre fue 
i 
F 
' Aete . 

: tl cufeeir bare Lor place Jere ce 
feat A } ! 
E a atrs'carvanler min ays Les Strives 
st 

mst si5 5) aes: 7 Hake 





















MeL mime quomol il tack 
PE nesantey eeeenren ee es aa les jeum folahes, in Pisksahe, 
beclents qui sepousacent jew 
 Visibloonandyab tas cimatanbane 


Wee FP oeiahause: p= ben hunbile machiavé Less, me pisiguchion Biber, 


Me wwe eae ee eS 















Onime munha un prisennier geese miaucais 
pes oles Hinged, bese seecrve regegnol pritle mokin 
evaihanis le Hisle cophe{ Pans un mnundete Welonbaines, je be sen 
petals esrclaves fort ques 9476 fowl forts alm clara so cruelle 
reclueivrr | nlghinaeest Be jomienes troy body hea y re pes che, eS 
fA bierwy “Despil de 
calerele que Lovie derjeun Solem fumer , tant qu il 
tnvcerle tempt porfeis ke grandes duuleurs, Yea deme 


? Ys eae z . 
Grande wide ment, dimmense,chait collect, 


ssaaee “& recerriaiesi hy £b aval 


pice fropponis qu aucure De ce Lles que neue 
cxptimons parr Bes focrres SBeulbur vote He en fea, 
mee en set, Qui meveulait que deirdhnee - The tect z 
auplus loi. veeuli Dans Pobre, au pod de 
dae Saige. cache & Sem cus fond Deere . z . ’ 
Mangere, ve Jarsant qe regen ld ole a des 

ton pene feristes ; fermant bes youn, sorane b 





sorta Sanbee: 10 aetna th OA AoE eLS 


7 Ocewdd ves tblearnrentk fRulemtporte ox cela 


* ’ t > ~ ! 
Cte 4 cat plece!* Ciisy (14, See ef eeen disland 
t i i 


. | . . “e s 
fener “fe View LeLOLeey pee TTIW en Cerw: 


i . n Men . ! 
lesen teede une Gnd Dverhishe, Feit acs 


/ 


“Lonn Qube conta to brrlwiisa Sue menk 
ates. jeiverte See dente. £ letea bbe celos 
qu. tlhiwathy cost per la qise "of jie aaivuzack 
ear We chaeoven! en fad | Beis ce Qreamd Beet 
be feget pres vere! eerdud imbdu ak a la 


VUatuUre « lex lumridue enterizure ; le chant .. 







: 5 f P ' a 
Ces Veier meta Stsentb-nieme ahuwe env 


HOUFLO) WE ee co [ig sd. 


va | 
« conrptia qu cf ve meornroced- pore )pucreegne 
‘ 

‘lots 11%, alae fa bred 727% qe ie ce quit 
f j F le 
ole ta avert ok m1¢€ fenis/ei ood ole ches - 

i 


C f 4 +f t 6 ' rhe . “7 
Seon event chairach rectamt mer que | en 
/ 


erielais paifatl aitement 


Mabie 


Any wree chlerenes prot « bac se viet Bee qf hess t) 
' e e 
aricale. crf ta doeuteuar 
i} : p4 , 
Aut 1s lee jloui vlék ee nee t, A/e ne imen BOCs 
‘ ‘ 
2 a f ‘ 
pes . We qr'est pore Lerce cvrun Louth, Leeme. 


L 


pote Le tesfern., 


LOIN HOA aure Ye eheases & 
H 


pow Men, & ‘eat bin e hievetx thle. merne. 
Un Ae ul OLA CAR eve bus, Scuraea le nuotf < le 

| venple, a them oles effet hi tuebdernes 1 o'erd- 
fateuette , fille Bee vutedd. HH Le: wafeg red 
faens fh cab inspire ole ba benmnisre, PS ieee 
qué en coup fivle, seecd, pive Vormneur , he 
suf fe ch gh le foie a Bees FIRE FP quelque 
deongns Fine femtu pute quut or coupe 

Levi bur cree ‘am ; tf biter D'en Hwupioinu 
Uedate en “Aagmnes cll yer - duechetors , 

ee fe wep ference sdoatuuctle se slomkakee 
pew dor adobe: ttle x pos flo omelobie 
nechune , fon lerrle bw quant effets duc 


doi; lox pe forse pocate dea Nehbbeee ; 


clewcece a oru'le hanitheis, sours pol aL (ane bemaehaisyere re Viewrtvc leo ) 2 


am hed prid. Un tel covfig niet, ore bebre , 













pee te 
. Lets fer seed que je blew” 
ene 1n1'etoda pe a then & cehouve 
‘ce chant qu jada, Parune euuche bouce 


ibeatde - 





Oo nwurDe arccvenr »c mie ba tone Waseca” 
1c alemmoun dace oO RE be a fon aaah 
Vochs ter. Qh hairs iad on Se 


cout pos encers seu « 
e rib ecvminbysacelaiials aa 
Poumin, meus a be gardact pour heventie o- 


V hubs ts ue bo vera, ,pwvenme , bead Borie 


Que deud cat be vrot rool ea ned yo un bere 


ourhe vortect: que celui quinoit en couge. | 
d chante leo euremenk, acy ow commis 
ba thease, bey rncaeatin.ie st tie Leg iettamte 


4 

1 | 

AM totenmnile ole meirnit-, tea owe pirating 

Yovomk tor he en fen ce pverme £e veled) 
pice rut trdudl-sawees Davos em 

tea. peripeld = i 

Pp “4 ebrceo, ten 7 Lane cuecer plonbe Py) 


Lib tle ate spree lyrique alias 


Loseg v 


Combat imtericurt 


“ 


oe lepuper , be trame ee 
De ba ume decenbitie 
a part. Lr polernes deni bros eb vot bane! 
Jon Give « Bons famour } ; Parranomen to, 
ou bale 2 ce semble, be Lamour indinibuesl, | 
Pours f Océan Be b oumour ipo - 
Comment ne poco Pouspeler arkale tcf 
mu & lempezament oud. eget depron 
ov. Phewmnsne. tia bed alnes tedeananhs | 
Toubee qui y Yiewk, oodles , befauhe, en 
hic sib ke Hest aanomacets f x ercunty 


Ge ficenk, era Tee — er terach teense 


Olse. oul. Hf eat- ERE he =| 








sggugies alten eet 





p. 25-26 


p. 27-28 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 


15 


p. 29-30 


16 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 
















tm emulortion eqod eet purer 
Ol seein d- wo chortle’ Bi Un beso 
hurtevens ’ Ti icmile. ciselalt Jee, 
tent ou id 4 0 un echo , peur entender 
pour vipentue. Heuer ia lencee jon le 
mney gaa tantét Bormw eres 

de jour owec ber eves 

y Loni vettler 4 Shae 
eed supee owen ae Be nerfo J 
rex plique Non coeur cat benSe pour a eiseae ae 
fea focbles « ba peli Borers tae dee erphe Sipeefs oom up aR 
devs if sen chage, bes pence ever, ourtre chwie, Oc py 
andele avieun, it honed. hes urg ne. rere De nhictrenet te: peop Le, 
otlen bvenunt, corn pack v ort feanelle. tactic bela 8 he 
home aa ub cab enfurnerrerct up ve bh re ts gece deintar) oe 
writes pwc rena tow.ter lnivie 2 owibe j ta outer intoviia fable 9 oe 
Anne que prethe crstecd ake tient pea bec BR fe wBicule subline “ 
a Fou ous wreg te luc foe ool, tetheus ise ee 



















Bate era ea serars raed aes 


ss REG CTT SRI Ra a I RETAT SST INSTT se Sema 


oS ours pirtecaucn J 2ow tAennent — Z 
A dui derrand evt par fore ee quicla, 
Ce qu a? A sagielte. Heureus,filre en 


Jo fork ov fecer veprerrd pow rw 
tee que warns jondilence ,chan. 


staih mon coupe ef: 
fee Behe lt cat 


Leifer moe sani pleure ! 3 


icheleE 





- eases : ientoath ae 


Pp. 32a-32b 


Calculations, probably by 
Theo van Gogh. 
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SECOND POETRY ALBUM FOR THEO VAN GOGH 







Alfred de Musset (1810-1857) 





incent’s second anthology for Theo 
contains of 69 written pages and 
measures 16x 10.3.cm. Ithasa marble 
paper cover in blue, green and red, and 
consists of three signatures, the first and 
second of ten pages each, the third of 
fourteen. The first and last pages are glued to 
the cover. Inserted loose in the book is a piece 
of paper folded in four (pp. 48-51). These 
pages are made from a slightly differend kind 
of paper, and are a little smaller than the rest 
of the book, measuring 15.8 x 9.7 cm. The 
black ink has faded slightly, and there are 
signs that the album was heavily used. The 
poems on pp. 2-8 are written in a different 
hand, probably [heo’s, and seem to have been 
entered before Theo gave the book to Vincent. 


Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) 
Jan van Beers (1821-1888) 
Emile Souvestre (1806-1854) 





In the course of 1875 Vincent referred 
several times to a small book which he had 
made for Theo. In letter 22 of February 1875 
he wrote from London: ‘I have quite filled 
your little book, and I think it turned out well’, 
and a little further on: ‘I shall send you your 
little book at the first opportunity’. He 
returned to the subject in letter 23 of 6 March 
1875: “Today we are sending a box in which I 
have included the little book of poetry I spoke 
of.’ In his next letter, of 6 April, he writes: 

‘I copied in your little book Meeresstille [Calm 
Sea] by Heine, didn’t I? Some time ago I sawa 
picture by Thijs Maris that reminded me of it.’ 
Given the dates of these references, and the 
fact that the poem Meeresstille appears on 

p. 56, it can be concluded that the album was 


Ernest Renan (1823-1892) 


completed before February 1875. At the time 
Van Gogh was still keen on Heine and Uhland 
(who also features in this album), but towards 
the end of 1875 he seems to have had achange 
of heart, for in letter 49 of 14 December 1875, 
written from Paris, he says: ‘And now there is 
another thing, which I hope you will pardon 
my mentioning. Like me, you have enjoyed 
the poems of Heine and Uhland, but take care, 
boy, it is rather dangerous stuff - an illusion 
that does not last long; do not give yourself up 
to it. Don’t you think it would be best to put 
away those little books I copied for you? Later 
on these books by Heine and Uhland will come 
into your hands again, and then you will read 
them with different feelings and an easier 
heart.’ 
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p. 1-2 


1 
Aen d’oever van een snelien 
viiet, 

Oude Viaemsche Liederen ten 
deele met de melodién, ed. by 
J.F. Willems, Gent 1848, 

pp. 221-222. 

Vincent’s handwriting. 

This verse is an adaptation of 
a German song of 1781 by 
Kaspar Friedrich Lossius, 

An einem Fluss, der rauschend 
schoss. 


2 

Jules Breton (1827-1906) 
L’Aube, 

Les Champs et la mer, 
Paris 1875, pp. 39-40. 
Theo van Gogh’s hand- 
writing. 


Pp. 3-4 


3 

Jules Berton 

Seule, 

Oeuvres poétiques, Paris 1877, 
p. 45. 

Theo van Gogh’s hand- 
writing. 

In letter R42 fram the second 
half of March 1884, Vincent 
wrote to his friend Anthon van 
Rappard (1858-1892): 
‘Herewith a few more poems 
by Jules Breton; if you don’t 
have them | feel sure you will 
be greatly impressed by 
them.’ Seule is one of the 
poems he copied in that letter. 


4 
Armand Silvestre (1837-1901) 
Une Vaneuse, 

Unidentified. 

Theo van Gogh’s hand- 
writing. 
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5-8 

Jan van Beers (1821-1888) 
De Bestedeling, 

Gedichten, vol. 2: 1857-1868, 
Ghent etc. 1873, pp. 57-63. 
Theo van Gogh’s hand- 
writing. 

Theo calied this poem De 
Avondstond (The Evening 
Hour), and did not copy it 
entirely. In letter 9a (2 July 
1873) Vincent copied out the 
same poem for his friends 
Willem and Carolien van 
Stockum. ‘Enclosed | am 
sending you a copy of a poem 
by Van Beers, which you 
possibly do not know. Our 
Elisabeth [Vincent’s sister] 
copied it for me on my last 
evening in Helvoirt because 
she knew | thought so much of 
it. Itis genuine Brabant: | 
thought you would read it with 
pleasure, and therefore | 
copied it for you.’ 

He sent the same poem to 
Theo in letter 10 of 20 July 
1873. ‘Enclosed is a copy of 
the poem about the painter 
who entered ‘The Swan’, the 
inn where he was lodging, 
which | am sure you 
remember. It is typical 
Brabant, and | am fond of it. 
L. [abbreviation for Elisabeth] 
copied it for me the last 
evening | was home.’ 


p. 7-8 
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p.9-10 


Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 5: Les Aspirations de 
lAutomne, pp. 340-341. 
Vincent van Gogh was a great 
admirer of the works of Jules 
Michelet and was particularly 
fond of L'Amour, which he 
mentioned many times in his 
letters. 

See letters 11a, 19, 29, 21, 28, 
36a, 82a, 85, 96, 121, 155, 
159, 160, 161, 164, 266, 267, 
306, 326, 347, 391, 539, 572, 
617. 

See also pp. 30-32, p. 65 and 
p. 90 below. 


p. 11-12 


Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve (1804-1869) 
Causeries du lundi, vol. 13, 
Paris 1858, pp. 298-299, 302. 
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p. 13-44 


Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve 

Causeries du lundi, vol. 13, 
Paris 1858, pp. 302-303. 


p. 15-16 


Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve 

Causeries du lundi, vol. 13, 
Paris 1868, pp. 302, 305. 
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p. 17-18 


Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve 

Causeries du lundi, vol. 13, 
Paris 1868, pp. 305-306. 
The poem on pp. 18-19 is 
Tristesse (1840) by Alfred de 
Musset. 


p. 19-20 


19-20 

Charles Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve 

Causeries du lundi, vol. 13, 
Paris 1858, p. 306. 


20 

Alfred de Musset (1810-1857) 
La Nuit de Décembre, 

Revue des Deux Mondes, 

1 December 1835, 

pp. 562-568. 

Vincent only copied out the 
eighteenth verse of this long 
poem. Also copied in letter 24 
of 6 April 1875. tn letter 32 of 
24 July 1875 he wrote to 
Theo: ‘Thanks for Aus der 
Jugendzeit [Springtime of life] 
and Um Mitternacht 

[At Midnight] by Riickert. The 
former is very beautiful; the 
latter reminds me of La Nuit de 
Décembre [December Night] 
by De Musset, | wish | could 
sent it to yo, but! do not 
happen to have it.’ 

In letter 564 (December 1888) 
Vincent says that he had been 
reminded of this poem by De 
Musset. 
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Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) 
Man has lost the soul out of 
him 

Past and Present, 

London 1843, p. 123. 


Thomas Carlyle 

Did it never strike thee, that 
men... 

Past and Present, 

London 1843, p. 43. 


Thomas Carlyle 

The hero is he who lives in 
the..., 

On heroes, hero-worship and 
the heroic in history, London 
1858, p. 301. 

In letter 332 (around 12 
October 1883) Vincent told 
Theo: ‘I read a very beautiful 
little book of Carlyle’s: Heroes 
and Hero Worship, nice 
sayings, for instance: we have 
the duty to be brave, though in 
general this is wrongly 
considered to be something 
exceptional.’ 


Thomas Carlyle 

To know a thing, what we can 
call knowing..., 

On heroes, hero-worship and 
the heroic in history, London 
1858, p. 264. 


22, lines 1-10 

Thomas Carlyle 

Knowest thou that worship of 
SOrrow..., 

Sartor Resartus, London 
1858, ch. 9, p. 188. 

Vincent mentioned this book 
in letter R30 of March 1883 to 
Anthon van Rappard. 


22-23 

Thomas Carlyle 

In the heart of remotest 
mountains... 
Unidentified. 


Thomas Carlyle 

The works of man do not 
perish... 

Unidentified. 


24 
Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 


La Bible de Vhumanité, Paris 
1864, vol. 1, ch. 1, p. 26. 


p. 23-24 
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p. 25-26 


25-26, lines 1-4 

Ernest Renan (1823-1892) 
Jésus, Paris 1864, pp. 148- 
149. 

Vincent sent Theo a copy of 
Renan’s Jésus on 6 March 
1875 (letter 23). 


26, line 5-27, line 5 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 166. 


p. 27-28 


27, lines 6-18 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 167. 


27, line 18-28, line 13 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, pp. 168-169. 


28, lines 14-25 


Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 258. 


CAHIER VINCENT 7 















Si cen ast cetecd ire chaceest poole Fores 


~ a 
wteth Coceed-. Se vases ee Fereyo Lecscacees Be 
vee oy Ceeat be cé/es Gores PEL Bred focus tous 


Pocsache Se Jinseticgnmnes ole ves deveip dey 
é 

: cy ; z - 

ad evs protium due cece s/e gece Ge meeccutsys 4 ses 


, Ay hoe Oe ; : : 
foccefes eras d/o Bid/rsraldes . Slomes /verrimes 


f , . : meee U 
(Pt iderrre Perera te fee Jens owen re ve faced wee, 


fare “eens om vier Ltr /erdé Bef /rcewnrennile 


: ae : 
Seer fer pe behead Be Lior Pieym- 
‘ 


yf 

Jers pre JERE PPO sui p acu fs pf te 

aech/fe ve Ceanseecstce me Herries ceufes= fous 
f 


. ; , pom 
ley weeciey Yatra et 22a eterns?t g eae foe 


' 
s 2" ; ; 
lew fils Sev Agrraamnevy ef s'ear ev f pusne 
4 
ole plecs Goroertd cy cre eves. 
/ o — ee é —————— 


Oh ecerrrceed! mw pucee ,oee plectal ge vrve oeten 


were ses Lee btn 


veervles sareiisrgweses As 


¢ 
felefurires eee Frceseeer: LAervaeztec ot 
CActese Dee«ce- 


AAV RRS pore whe Lar Jeebliec.g bee 
RY , ~ ! : ’ 
OCA cspapmel eeeexn Deesfeccects Se (CLLey etl earne 
é . 
s 


fe Léeleveoes plccrie vozerves orcs Levee 


Jeroen. 
‘ 


oleae [Paweeets 148 ve Arerecven Sawzis cere He, 


gerice Be 


< ox [2 PEI Oke ze Ch Ceced ee 
é 
Veeliccen Mee et® avecsers ctarre Ly reise , tle 


rs ee : , $ 
Zevbererrs foreseen vee sorrarleari] dc Fern seteke 


Ni ee 


2 ne agen = 


OS nee enn De AE hee 


nny oe 
Piss es [Bre fennes 


f. , + 
CA sie ole. la miei’ j 
Be noah 
= Ate Pra tets, Meeris rt /eceresse, favads | 
‘ 
o 2 J 
447% SOCCER Me eden’... olecre sa2.00 


Caen tngeeed, Awveece freee x /imaraenss Fs 


y 





of Mrerds corte oceer se wrdend f 720 frre? Oty “a 


: ste Peres peat fee hs wt cecczoes Berrie arava | 
Preeuvr<e coeur / Hol ty PIR OY cerreseeg 
* codices pork frnrrceis rs : 
= Métas.'ja / ccc. chor see! fave: acer, Acids f ; 
we fled placed dows ser lhe Su el rg ow os 
‘ sféhesiea TT tee B 


. ' 
$A EAI WD de7 LEO, oe iskte Sirens ee epieees + a 


ples vad yeiey ate Mlecevere.. 


' oa Se < fo Mig wee ven easlemeolenfts hece 


’ f , * 
SG aa cer cwiar ole lesa s fables gargen 
a A . ’ 
hans Chacust Oman ‘iMbetias P71ee CITE, 


e Vc | ates | Aa buen  Merdeciy deasae: atenin Po 
o ~Wllew ,Corncri)es— ncn Sefer + Men pardbure ; 


- j nts : 
ff Coetes filles, reverse arsed JO 10 dan i 
4 


po fdtecd ples... Mab ce ein 3 cel we Jab 3 
~ Cole PP ween eri ewees £ : 
ae these 


‘ 


Yermee vewen rth facet go teole 


% 








Th pari, lepeltlarcver, 4 olescerrol daar 


> fagme,y tive vesiscan ley [2 eee bed be 









, 3 pie 
Aléer “f ‘ocd nevfante ceoa wand ploassee/ 





SS PRR Colp ce eesfiéisee- ole den arecnbecgy 


. ‘a » M 
Sores vce ee Rete couche ole faerie gu'slad 





bees PUES ole Janwert totaes le guserr PO ed 


é 
Bian. ba bhad tiie bride See sodeié, 
. 









ise i a : 
ferrre tone Aeiyris sere be fla Jenrmees; 
, 





seg rreus/es ole s7at-vecheze, Gs brecgeice 





Preece wruperrnetntt daacka teges Les eds, 

eeeo hes ew te les jer teo Pee toc, laa stapes 
tube tee Ee So Leereepers Lass teceindl mcs 
Pe ray Fee Bete hen kes. Be fo “se fee cee pln, 


7 
ie ayaen a 


297 ee Py ere % peru tev aife, Oe orictrr frat, a 








arcerea sotl corre cheer rion 








a ae per la chaleur. Br vert 





gu elles dec Ahessé elerrre lherruemh com ha, 





a <tihS 
wen sol sherile., com te ce9r vers see, 


Corefre savre pPlucm— Se pen oer? be Jane, 


Lacserearfeee seer 0€Le0_ser12st20 , orrveut, 







. - o « f i t ~ 
Che, mecca dcvoisdesiiperioes , Che herrices a 
‘ 






vewwe, ce //e cap vee feet est Liter, 






Wan mmr? baie ca yieu ecee Lerma l oe apresfion, 






; . ‘ ' 
Sivecacs acelan/ Se dewu/ss Be f// eres eo pert hay, 


Oe pad/scers tates de prbacslc eunsessad 
werix caehle Severe 2 te vena d are hae Oda rr tew 








Pes ou yn ale FPL TE GER, LIME TIVE HL, 





5 : CES pact 
how a Sper peadicartarrs 4 « //442 sy 
f £ 


gros te Se crane llema .- 
me 


Perr ~ 





aii wees ses Lervioe 





eee ¥ , ‘ 
tee; Je Fae deece Pobre ope teen Fea nena 


fittes ’ ict coag” pede Cake pizas 



















[Poe frie “ 





wt Ler Seve, preted acm we, PEA 
rrenvere col vd pelth A volrearree eo 


we grin Pte caso ay i eat 





ae cAeffon sien): ag 





Wechumr! See Petloawe 


Jl x oli molec & vr ferrrrire 4 aed 
enfu artsy Lérreles re vera gece 
raveds, Ol arts 402% prieds vedvch wares 

» Cover lavile olercprtlilouer s/f eqcole, 
ven prries 2ereses., Jes loa pleece, 
tiaras, de, 6 tlata Pere abitlen tee 
lew fes/er olettlaerridre-» Sete an an cerc 


32204 Cémida! Be proden iein, Perot ‘ 


les.ohewaved.» A cl beié & laanare 
ehemaseras levy rersetsstics 
on Shea, iiva,lepellawers ilu cum 
depirtferrant, Fe rsorerce. ve Leadon 
ad 


Pp. 29-30 


29, lines 1-14 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, pp. 258-259. 


29, lines 15-18 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 42. 


29, lines 19-22 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 11. 


29, lines 22-25 
Ernest Renan 
Jésus, Paris 1864, p. 12. 


30 

Hippolyte Taine (1828-1893) 
Voyage aux Pyrénées, 

Paris 1872, p. 113. 

Letter 93 (23 April 1877): 

‘Il know very little about 
Taine’s life; | imagine that he 
travelled a great deal in 
France, Italy, England, and 
also Holland - or so one would 
gather from his writings. He is 
certainly an artist.’ 


p. 31-32 


32, line 4 

Emile Souvestre (1806-1854) 
Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 1, ch. 2, para. 4, 

p. 53, 


31-32, lines 5-7 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 1, ch. 2, para. 2, 
p. 36. 

See also p. 67 below. 


32, from line 8 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 3, ch. 2, para. 2, 
pp. 407-408. 
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p. 33-34 


Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 3, ch. 2, para. 2, 
pp. 408-409. 


35, lines 1-12 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 3, ch. 2, para. 2, 
p. 409. 


35, from line 13 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 2, ch. 2, para. 4, 
pp. 189-190. 
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p. 37-38 


37, lines 1-10 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 2, ch. 2, para. 4, 
p. 190. 


37, from line 11 

Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 3, ch. 3, para. 3, 
pp. 450-451. 


p. 39-40 


Emile Souvestre 

Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 
1843, pt. 3, ch. 3, para. 3, 
pp. 451-452. 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 


p. 41-42 


41 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
(1807-1882) 

Afternoon in February, The 
Poetical Works of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, 
London 1856, pp. 206-207. 
Van Gogh copied five of the 
six verses of this poem in the 
margin of a lithograph by J.J. 
van Maaten (1820-1879) 
entitied Burial in the Wheat. In 
1877 or 1878 Van Gogh gave 
the print to M.B. Mendes da 
Costa, his classics teacher, 
and it is now in the collection 
of the University Library, 
Amsterdam. See Tsukasa 
Kédera, exhib. cat. Vincent 
van Gogh from Dutch 
Collections: Religion, 
Humanity, Nature, Osaka 
(National Museum of Art) 
1986, pp. 87-88. 

Vincent also copied the poem 
in the visitors’ book of Annie 
Slade-Jones, see p. 63 below. 
See also letter 21. 


42 

Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 4, pp. 333-334, 


p. 43-44 


Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 5, pp. 344-346, 

In letter 20 of 31 July 1874, 
Vincent wrote approvingly to 
Theo: ‘lam glad you have read 
Michelet and that you under- 
stand him so well. Such a 
book teaches us that there is 
much more to love than 
people generally suppose. To 
me that book has been both a 
revelation and a Gospel at the 
same time: ‘i n’y a pas de 
vieille femme!’ [No woman is 
old]. (That does not mean that 
there are no old women, but 
that a woman is not old as long 
as she loves and is loved.) 
And then a chapter like ‘Les 
aspirations de |’Automne’ 
[The Aspirations of Autumn] - 
how beautiful it is.’ 
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p. 45-46 


45, lines 1-7 

Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 5, p. 347. 


45, from line 8 

Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 6, p. 349. 


46 

Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 7, pp. 357-358. 


p. 47-48 


Jules Michelet 
L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 7, pp. 358-360. 
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p. 49-50 


Jules Michelet 
L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 7, pp. 360-361. 





51, lines 1-5 

Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 7, p. 361. 


51, from line 7 - 52 

Jules Michelet 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 8, pp. 362-363, 
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p. 54-53 


56, lines 18-21, 55, 54, 53 
Heinrich Heine (1797-1856) 
Seegespenst, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, pp. 324-325. 


56 

Heinrich Heine 

Meeresstille, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, pp. 322-323. 

Vincent wrote to Theo, in letter 
24 (6 April 1875): ‘| copied in 
your little book Meeresstille 
[Calm Sea] by Heine, didn’t 1? 
Some time ago | saw a picture 
by Thijs Maris that reminded 
me of it.’ 
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p. 58-57 


57 

Ludwig Uhland (1787-1862) 
Die Orgel, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 290-291. Also copied in 
the album for Matthijs Maris, 
see p. 45 below. 


58 

Ludwig Uhland 

Der Wirthin Tochterlein, 
Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 286. Also copied in the 
album for Matthijs Maris, see 
p. 42 below. 


59 

Ludwig Uhland 

Die Nonne, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 235. 

Vincent copied only the first 
and second of the four verses. 
Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 41 
below. 


60 

Ludwig Uhiand 

Der Traum, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 260. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 42 
below. 
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p. 62-61 


61-60, line 4 

Heinrich Heine (1797-1856) 
im Traum sah ich die Geliebte, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 210. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 50 
below. 


62 

Heinrich Heine 

Das ist ein schlechtes Wetter, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 199. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 47 
below. 


p. 64-63 


Heinrich Heine 

Der bleiche, herbstliche 
Halbmond, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, pp. 197-198. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 47 
below. 
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66-65 

Heinrich Heine 

Wir sassen im Fischerhause, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 176. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 47 
below. 


65 

Heinrich Heine 

Am fernen Horizonte, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 


1868, p. 187. 

Vincent van Gogh copied two 
of the three verses. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 47 
below. 


p. 68-67 


67 

Heinrich Heine 

Aus alten Marchen winkt es, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 142. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 46 
below. 


68 


Heinrich Heine 

Mit traumte von einem 
K6nigskind, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 140. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 46 
below. 
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p. 70-69 


69 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
(1749-1832) 

Der K6nig in Thule, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 107. 

Also copied in the album for 
Matthijs Maris, see p. 53 
below. 


70 

Pencilied annotation 

St. Catherines Warf General 
Steven Nov. Co 
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38 


between May 1875 and March 1876, 

when Vincent van Gogh was working 
at the Paris branch of the Goupil art galleries. 
We know for sure only that pages 52 to 66, 
Vertellingen van de maan [What the Moon 
Saw], from Sprookjens en verhalen van 
H.C. Andersen in dichtmaat naverteld 
door J.J.L. ten Kate [Fairy tales and stories by 
H.C. Andersen retold in verse by J.J.L. ten 
Kate], were copied after 7 February 1876, as 
can be seen indirectly from letters 53 and 54. 

It was in Paris that Van Gogh met the Dutch 
artist Matthijs Maris (1839-1917), who had 
been living there since May 1869. Vincent was 
a great admirer of Maris, and we can assume 
that he gave him this album at one of their 
meetings. It is impossible to say whether the 
anthology was compiled especially for Maris, 
as was the case with the second one for Theo. 
The Maris album contains poems by 

Ludwig Uhland (1787-1862), Heinrich Heine 
(1797-1856) and Wolfgang von Goethe (1749- 
1856), as well as a passage from Sprookjens 
en verhalen van H.C. Andersen. The book 
is bound in cardboard, and measures 15.5 x 
10.6 cm. It has a green-black paper cover and 
a green linen spine. Unfortunately it is no 
longer complete. Several leaves are missing 
from the front, and another has been cut out. 
There are 65 written pages, four with 
drawings, and eleven blank. The book is 
preserved with a letter of Matthijs Maris to the 
Amsterdam art dealer W.J.G. van Meurs 
(1872-1952) (letter no. 88, 25 November 1909, 
Teylers Museum, Haarlem). Van Meurs has 
added a letter to the booklet, which reads (in 
translation): “This little book, in Vincent van 
Gogh’s handwriting, was presented to Thijs 
Maris in Paris as a token of Van Gogh’s esteem. 
On the first page of the last leaf are two 
sketches by Th. Maris, and on the last page 
portrait sketches by Van Gogh’. Van Meurs 
does not say who made the sketches on the 
first and last pages of the album, which are 
glued to the covers. 


T his anthology was probably compiled 
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POETRY ALBUM PRESENTED TO 





Hans Christian Andersen 
(1805-1875) 


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
(1749-1832) 





MATTHIJS MARIS 





Matthijs Maris (1839-1917) 





Heinrich Heine 
(1797-1856) 


In 1909 Matthijs Maris wrote to Van Meurs 
telling him that he had never even opened 
Van Gogh’s album. ‘... no doubt there may be 
some very good things in it, I’m no judge, he 
gave it to me at a time when I had to do my 
utmost to murder every good idea that a 
person could call his own, ideals, money! and 
to make a little money, legally!’ [... no doubt 
daar zijn misschien heele goeije dingen bij, ik 
heb er geen verstand van, hij gaf me dat in een 
tijd dat ik mijn uiterste best had te doen om 
ieder goed idee wat een mens al eigen kan 
maken, te vermoorden, ideaal, geldje! en 
geldje maken, by law!] (letter no. 88, 25 
November 1909, Matthijs Maris to W. van 
Meurs, Teylers Museum, Haarlem).! Maris 
did not have a very high opinion of Van Gogh 
as an artist, and in 1910, when Van Meurs sent 
him some reproductions of Vincent’s work 
which he had published, Maris replied: “...if 
this is meant to be done from nature, then I 
prefer a photograph a 100 times better...’ 
(letter no. 91, 11 February 1910, Matthijs 
Maris to W. van Meurs, Teylers Museum, 
Haarlem).! Van Gogh, on the other hand, 
could not praise Maris too highly. He speaks 
of him many times in his letters to Theo, and 
gives his definitive opinion in letter 408 (May 
1885). ‘If they hadn’t made Thijs Maris too 
wretched and too melancholy to work, 
perhaps he would have found something 
wonderful. I think of that fellow so often, 
Theo, how marvelous his work is. It is as if he 
dreams - but what an artist he is. By God, if 
that fellow were now what he was when he 
began what a focal point he would become.’ 

Other references to Matthijs Maris are in 
letters 19, 20, 24, 95, 101, 106, 110, 113, 115, 
126, 133, 136, 184, 262, 268, 281, 331, 390, 
408, 443 and 592. 


1 Quoted by J.F. Heijbroek, ‘Matthijs 
Maris in Parijs 1869-1877’, Oud 
Holland 89 (1975), pp. 266-289. 
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p.3-4 


3 

Ludwig Uhland (1787-1862) 
Die Nonne, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 235. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 34. 


4-6 

Ludwig Uhland 

Das Schloss am Meere, 
Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 251-252. 
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p. 7-8 


7-8 

Ludwig Uhland 

Der Pilger, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 255-256. 

The second, fourth and final 
two verses are omitted. 


8 

Ludwig Uhland 

Der Traum, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 260. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 34 above. 


p. 9-10 


Ludwig Uhland 

Der Wirthin Téchterlein, 
Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 286. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 34 above. 
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p. 11-12 


Ludwig Uhland 

Traum, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 298-299. 


p. 13-14 


13 

Ludwig Uhland 

Dante, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
p. 337. 

Vincent copied two of the 
seventeen verses. 


14-15 

Ludwig Uhland 

Lied eines Armen, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 11-12. 
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p. 15-16 


16 
Ludwig Uhland 
Nahe, 


Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 


p. 38. 


Vincent copied only the first of 


the three verses. 


p. 17-18 


17 
Ludwig Uhland 
Schicksal, 


Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1848, 


p. 158. 


18 
Ludwig Uhland 


Zwei Wanderer treten auf, 
Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1848, 


p. 205. 


Van Gogh copied only the 
third and fourth verse. 
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p. 19-20 


19 

Ludwig Uhland 

Die Orgel, 

Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842, 
pp. 290-291. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 34 above. 


20 

Heinrich Heine (1797-1856 
Dein Angesicht so lieb und 
schon, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 108. 

Vincent copied one of the two 
verses. 


Heinrich Heine 

Es stehen unbeweglich, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 109. 

Vincent copied two of three 
verses. 


p. 21-22 


21 

Heinrich Heine 

Die Lotusblume angstigt, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 113. 


22 

Heinrich Heine 

Im Rhein, im schénen Strome, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 114. 
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p. 23-24 


23 

Heinrich Heine 

Ein Fichtenbaum steht 
einsam, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 131. 


24 

Heinrich Heine 

Mir traumte von einem 
K6nigskind, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 140. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 36 above. 


25 

Heinrich Heine 

Mein Liebchen wir sassen 
beisammen, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 141. 


26 

Heinrich Heine 

Aus alten Marchen winkt es, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 142. 

Last two verses omitted. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 36 above. 
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p. 48-49: Detail from Ludwig Uhland (1787-1862), Die Nonne/Das Schloss am Meere, Gedichte, Stuttgart etc. 1842. 


Pp. 27-28 


27 

Heinrich Heine 

Wir sassen im Fischerhause, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 176. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 36 above. 


Heinrich Heine 

Am fernen Horizonte, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 187. 

Vincent copied one of the 
three verses of this poem. 
Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 36 above. 


28-29 

Heinrich Heine 

Der bleiche herbstliche 
Halbmond, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, pp. 197-198. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 35 above. 


p. 29-30 


30 

Heinrich Heine 

Das ist ein schiechtes Wetter, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 199. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 35 above. 
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p. 31-32 


31-32 

Heinrich Heine 

Wie der Mond sich leuchtend 
dranget, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, pp. 209-210. 


32 

Heinrich Heine 

Du bist wie eine Blume, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 215. 


Pp. 33-34 


33-34 

Heinrich Heine 

Im Traum sah ich die Geliebte, 
Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 210. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 35 above. 


34 

Heinrich Heine 

Sie haben heut Abend 
Gesellschaft, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 224, 

Vincent copied two of the 
three verses. 
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p. 35-36 


35 

Heinrich Heine 

in Vaters Garten heimlich 
steht, 

Sdmiliche Gedichte, 
Amsterdam 1869, p. 285. 
Vincent copied the first of the 
four verses. 


36-37 

Heinrich Heine 
Abendddmmerung, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 301. 


p. 37-38 


37 

Heinrich Heine 

Nachts in der Kajiite, 

Buch der Lieder, Hamburg 
1868, p. 315. 

Vincent copied only the last of 
the fourteen verses. 


38-39 

Johann Woifgang von Goethe 
(1749-1832) 

Heidenrdslein, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, p.8 
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p. 39-40 ; oe a 


40 : . 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Abendlied, 4 . 
Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, p. 60. : 
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Mignon, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

pp. 100-101. 
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p. 43-44 


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Der Konig in Thule, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 107. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 
for Theo, see p. 37 above. 


p. 45-46 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Die Spinnerin, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 117. 
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p. 47-48 


47 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Vor Gericht, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 118. 


48 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Mignon, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 351. 


p. 49-50 


49 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Mignon (Der Selbe), 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, 

p. 352. 


50 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Harfenspieler, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, p. 353 
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p. 51-52 


51 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Harfenspieler, 

Gedichte, Utrecht 1842, p. 354 


52-66 

Hans Christian Andersen 
(1805-1875) 

Vertellingen van de maan, 
Sprookjens en verhalen van 
H.C. Andersen in dichtmaat 
naverteld door J.J.L. ten Kate, 
Leiden 1868, pp. 135-136. 

In letter 53 (2 February 1876) 
Vincent wrote to Theo: ‘Will 
you do me a great favour? You 
know that 15-cent edition of 
Andersen’s Vertellingen van 


* de Maan [What the Moon 


Saw], translated by Dr, ten 
Kate. Could you send mea 
copy when you have an 
opportunity?’ He acknow- 
ledged receipt of the book in 
his next letter (7 February 
1876): ‘Thanks for the little 
book by Andersen, | am glad 
tohaveit. Itis to be read aloud 
to a Dutchman, a fellow 
employee whom | have seen 
much of lately.’ He mentioned 
it again in letter 55 

(19 February 1876). ‘Have | 
thanked you already for 
Andersen's tales? If not, | do 
so now.’ Van Gogh must 
therefore have written the 
extract from Vertellingen van 
de maan in the Matthijs Maris 
album some time after 

7 February 1876. 

in letter 101a of 9 July 1877 
Vincent copied out part of 
Vertellingen van de maan, 
probably from memory. 
‘Ihave heard the Reverend 
Mr. Laurillard three times; you 
would like him too, for it is as if 
he paints, and his work is at 
the same time high and noble 
art. He has the feeling of an 
artist in the true sense of the 
word, like Andersen, for 
instance, when he said: 


Every night the moon came, 
whispering to me 

What she had seen in the 
silent, silent night 

From her high observatory in 
the heavens; 

She who remembers the ages 
- she wandered on 

High above the foam of the 
deluge, and shone 

As she does now on my 
solitary window. 

And also, when Israel with 
overflowing eyes 

Bowed down by Babylon’s 
streams, 

With a sad luster she cast her 
rays 

Onto the stringless harp 
hanging on the willows.’ 


p. 53-54 
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Henri Conscience 
(1812-1883) 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 


n 8 November 1977 the visitors’ book 
O of Annie Slade-Jones was offered at 

Sotheby’s in London (lot 261), but 
failed to meet its reserve. It was re-entered on 
29 April 1980 (lot 350), and this time found a 
buyer. In all probability it is now with an 
English collector. 

Annie Slade-Jones was born Annie Dawson 
on 12 January 1838, and married Thomas 
Slade-Jones (1829-1883) in April 1864. When 
her husband took Vincent van Gogh on as a 
‘schoolteacher and churchworker’ in July 
1876, he was a Congregational minister at 
Turnham Green and headmaster of a school 
in Isleworth. Vincent came to live with the 
family at Holme Court in Isleworth. Annie 
was 38 at the time, and had six childeren - five 
daughters and a son - ranging in age from | to 
11] years. 

Annie started her visitors’ book in January 
1855, and it runs until 1923, the year before 
her death. The book was in the possession of 
the family until it was offered for sale in 1977. 
Its 180 pages contain some 60 entries, mainly 
in verse, written by various people. There is 
also a drawing by George Cruikshank of the 
Bottle Imp dated 11 April 1860. Six pages were 





Annie Slade-Jones (1838-1924) 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
(1807-1882) 





VISITORS’ BOOK OF ANNIE SLADE-JONES 


Thomas Slade-Jones (1829-1883) 


filled by the 23-year-old Vincent van Gogh 
with passages from the Bible and hymnals, 
and with poems and prose fragments in Dutch, 
English, German and French. Although his 
entry is not dated it was probably written some 
time between July and November 1876. In his 
letters to Theo from England (nos. 71-82) he 
only once mentions the wife of his employer. 
‘Everywhere in the London street they sell 
scented violets, which bloom here twice a year. 
I bought some for Mrs Jones to make her 
forget the pipe I smoke now and then, 
especially late in the evening in the 
playground, but the tobacco here is rather a 
gloomy weed’ (letter 76; 7 October 1876). 
Back in Holland, and living in Dordrecht, he 
speaks of her again in letter 84 (21 January 
1877): ‘I wrote last Sunday to Mr Jones and his 
wife, telling them that I was not coming back, 
and unintentionally the letter became rather 
long - out of the fullness of my heart - I wished 
them to remember me and asked them ‘to 
wrap my recollections in the cloak of charity’.’ 


In July 1878 Vincent was to meet the 
Reverend Mr Slade-Jones again, this time at 
his parents’ house in Etten. His father told 





>| 
a 
| 
oA 
4 


Theo about it in a letter of 22 July 1878. ‘It was 
a happy coincidence that Dr Jones, with whom 
Vincent stayed in England, accompanied us 
[Vincent and his father]. He had arrived the 
previous Saturday and stayed until Tuesday, 
when he went with us to Brussels. He is a most 
gentle person who made a good impression on 
all of us. In Brussels he spoke well of Vincent, 
and his presence caused the talk to be mostly 
in English, which gave Vincent the oppor- 
tunity to [let us] hear that he spoke fluently 
and well, for which he was commended.’ The 
envelope for Theo also contained a letter from 
Vincent. ‘I suppose Father has written you 
that we went to Brussels last week, along with 
the Reverend Mr Jones of Isleworth, who 
stayed here over Sunday’ (letter 123; 22 July 
1878). The last time we hear of Mr Jones is in 
letter 130 (June 1879): ‘A few days ago I 
received a letter from the Reverend Mr Jones 
of Isleworth in which he writes about building 
little wooden churches here in the Borinage. 
Is that practicable, is it desirable? He is ready 
to work for that end, that is, for the erection of 
the first such little building. He even speaks of 
coming here in the autumn to talk it over; 

I certainly hope it happens.’ 
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l 
Psalm 91: 1-8 
Vincent also copied this psalm in letter 75 (3 October 1876). 


’t Hijgend hert der jagt ontkomen, Psalm 42:1 (As pants the hart for cooling streams). 
See also letters 75, 82a and 85. 


O mijn ziel wat buigt gij neder, Psalm 42:3 (Why art thou cast down, O my soul). 
See also letter 82a. 


Hoe lieflijk hoe vol heilgenot, Psalm 84 (How amiable are thy tabernacles). 


After Rhijnvis Feith (1753-1824) 

Uren, dagen, maanden, jaren, Hymn 160, Op het nieuwe jaar, in: Evangelische gezangen, 
Amsterdam 1875, pp. 198-199. 

Vincent copied the first verse of this hymn. 


After Herman Adriaan Bruining (1738-1811) 

1k weet aan wien ik mij vertrouwe, Hymn 180, Avondzang, in: Evangelische gezangen, 
Amsterdam 1875, p. 222. 

Vincent copied the fift verse of this hymn. 

See also letters 79, 82a and 85. 


Rutger Schutte (1708-1784) and Ahasuerus van de Berg (1733-1807) 

Middelpunt van ons verlangen, Hymn 120, Jezus liefde in zijn lijden, in: Evangelische 
Gezangen, Amsterdam 1875, p. 158. 

Vincent copied the first verse of this hymn. 

See also letter 82a. 


Dirck Rafaelz. Camphuysen (1586-1627) 

Daar moet veel strijds gestreden zijn, after Psalm 62 (Much strife must be striven). 

Vincent copied this probably from: Uitgelezen stichtelijke rijmen van D.R. Camphuysen, ed. 
by J. van Vioten, Deventer 1861. Vincent copied the last verses of this poem called Todos es 
nada, mas dios es todos. 

See also Vincent’s sermon (following letter 83). 


After Rhijnvis Feith (1753-1824) 

Vader, onder al mijn nooden, Hymn 160, Op het nieuwe jaar, in: Evangelische gezangen, 
Amsterdam 1875, p. 199. 

Vincent copied the first verse of this hymn. 

See also letter 82a. 


After Jodocus van Lodensteyn (1620-1677) 

Hoog! omhoog, mijn ziel naar boven!, Hymn 43, Zielverheffing tot Jezus, in: Evangelische 
gezangen, Amsterdam 1875, p. 55. 

Vincent copied the first verse of this hymn, but misquoted the first line as: Hoog omhoog het 
hart naar Boven! 


After Christoph Cristian Sturm (1740-1786) 

Op de bergen en in de dalen, Hymn 7, Gods overal tegenwoordigheid, in: Evangelische 
Gezangen, Amsterdam 1875, p. 8. 

Vincent copied the first of the four verses. 


Juich Christen! aan mijn slinke, Hymn 7, Gods overal tegenwoordigheid, in: Evangelische 
Gezangen, Amsterdam 1875, p. 9. 
Vincent copied the last of the four verses. 
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i 
Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels..., 1 Corinthians 13. 


Tell me the old old story, The Methodist Hymn-Book, no. 161, London 1954. 
See also letter 66. 


O sacred head once wounded, Hymnal Companion to the Book of Common Prayer, 1890, no. 
308. 


Tossed with rough winds, and faint with fear, Hymnal Companion to the Book of Common 
Prayer, 1890, no. 192. 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 

‘Wouldst thou’, so the helmsman answered, copied from: The Secret of the Sea, 
The Poetical Works of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, London 1856, pp. 290-291. 
Vincent copied the eight and the last verse of this poem. 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Afternoon in February, The Poetical Works of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, London 1856, 
pp. 206-207. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 2 for Theo, see p. 30 above. 

See also letter 21. 


But hearts that fainting 
Unidentified. 


p. 64 


ul 

Friedrich Riickert (1788-1866) 

Abendfeier, Friedrich Riickerts Werke, vol. 3, Leipzig n.d., p. 394. 
In Gothic script. 


Friedrich Rickert 
O wie mild der Abendrauch, Friedrich Ruckerts Werke, vol. 3, Leipzig n.d., p. 237 


Friedrich Rickert 
Das Abendlied vom Turme, Friedrich Rickerts Werke, vol. 3, Leipzig n.d., p. 490. 


Friedrich Rickert 
Abendstillfe, Friedrich Ruckerts Werke, vol. 3, Leipzig n.d., p. 468. 


Psalms 121, 133 and 126. 
German versions of the psalms, copied in Gothic script. 
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IV 

Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 

L’Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, ch. 5: Les Aspirations de I’Automne, pp. 340-341. 
See also p. 22 above and p. 90 below. 


Comme étant pleine de tristesse mais cependant toujours dans la joie (As sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing) 2 Corinthians 6:10. 

See also p. 90 below and letters 13a, 28, 73, 82, 82a, 99, 111, 112, 114, 116 and Vincent’s 
sermon (following letter 83). 


Henri Conscience (1812-1883) 

Le Conscrit, Paris 1855, pp. 20-25. 

In letter 74 of 26 August 1876, Vincent wrote to Theo: ‘I tell them [the boys at Mr. Jones’s 
school] all kind of stories in the evening, for instance: Le conscrit [The Conscript] by 
Conscience.’ 

See also letters 74, 76, 121, 602, 604. 


Vv 
Henri Conscience 
Le Conscrit, Paris 1855, pp. 20-25. 


9 Avril. Les belles soirées sont revenues. Les arbres commencent a dépliser leurs 
bourgeons;... 
Unidentified. 
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Vi 

Emile Souvestre (1806-1854) 

Minuit sonne, Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 1843, pt. 2, ch. 3, para. 2, p. 208. 
See also p. 75 below. 


Dieu seul est grand, Psalm 148:13 
L’homme s’agit et Dieu le méne, Proverbs 16:9. 


Emile Souvestre (1806-1854) 
Protégez moi mon Dieu..., Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 1843, pt. 1, ch. 2, para. 2, p. 36. 
See also p. 27 above. 


Psalm 107: 1-22. 


Vil 

Engraving of Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane by an unknown artist, probably pasted into 
the visitors’ book by Van Gogh. In letter 84 (21 January 1877), written from Dordrecht, 
Vincent told Theo: ‘I saw the pictures at the museum as well as Scheffer’s Christ in 
Gethsemane, which is unforgettable.’ Van Gogh was deeply struck by this tragic scene of 
Christ, and later even attempted to depict it himself. In letter B19 (7 October 1888), however, 
he wrote: ‘I have mercilessly destroyed one important canvas--a “Christ with the Angel in 
Gethsemanet”...’See also Lauren Soth, Van Gogh’s Agony, The Art Bulletin 68 (1986), 

pp. 301-313. 
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LOOSE PAGES WITH POEMS AND PROSE FRAGMENTS 


and prose fragments, Van Gogh 

occasionally wrote out a favourite passage 
on a loose sheet of paper which he enclosed 
with a letter. Some of these sheets have become 
seperated from their letters, and further 
research is needed into the handwriting and 
the type of paper and ink before they can be 
reunited. It is also possible, of course, that he 
gave some of them to Theo, rather than 
sending them. So far it has proved impossible 
to date most of these fragments. 
The loose pages are shown is the order of their 
inventory numbers: b 1468 V/1962-b 1471 
V/1962; b 1455 T/1973. 


I n addition to compiling albums of poems 






Jules Breton (1827-1906) 
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André Lemoyne (1822-1907) 
Soirée d’hiver, 

Poésies 1855-1870, 

Paris 1873, pp. 89-90. 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros (1812-1876) 

Siége de Leyde, 

La Néerlande et la vie Hollandaise, Paris 1859, pp. 67-70. 

In letter 99 (31 May 1877) Vincent wrote to Theo: ‘Herewith something else by Esquiros.’ Itis 
not clear which fragments he enclosed. 

In letter 112 (30 October 1877) he told Theo: ‘lam busy making an excerpt from Motley, 
including The Capture of Den Briel, and the sieges of Haarlem, Alkmaar and Leyden; | have 
also drawn a map, making them into a whole.’ 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Siége de Leyde, 
La Néerlande et la vie Hollandaise, Paris 1859, pp. 71-74. 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Siége de Harlem, 
La Neéerlande et la vie Hollandaise, Paris 1859, pp. 286-289. 





Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Siége de Harlem, 


La Néerlande et la vie Hollandaise, Paris 1859, pp. 289-291. 


Emile Souvestre (1806-1854) 
Minuit sonne, 


Les Derniers Bretons, Paris 1843, pt 2, ch. 3, para. 2, p. 208. 


See p. 70 above. 
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26. 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Scheveningen, 

La Néerlande et la vie 
Hollandaise, Paris 1859, 
pp. 231-232, 233 (lines 
22-28), and 234 (line 1). 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 


Je Reverrerrgen b vaboV/ gb 
ca ols C5 He tha hee (reader wer por olee eee Ae havrco 
| hoo te ee PY rm mage Miivancwlad ame .« Ayre ume Comgrce, ob 


erichle wrcanveen cen ewrlblintn ole sable | Avex hee Cun, a, 
NEAE oe, Rekiiviccs slain wile se Sevdiatas Daxreas AWD y Yarn 
aa A pape je Cx aks doen Lage tt @usawtuens PE REEER NS Seo 
a Py Pere ef peep bee RS Se ee i col gue deo coke 
PO eo Lrestdeo, ten Corccbece nak eels ern! ea Le prarran 
plow Py a a O hag [obecdnk O02 4rn0ceK peut he unl a Ligenales:, 
Cen/ive,s ples | Se G... cited ii catatana hs a2 ae Dean Chr uaprere 
Yurr se corn eed onvec Bn By rre a oa dite Pu ahee tical >< Se Rearrd> erererey, 
prupellenl obligusn ren! Pi Nae ee Géc Ph ee Se based ovr On yrnin 
her ce mre dca ce he . Mintiaosa ites L141 2444120 AALD ans 
Crceent Leffler! oles venguaae < eekle mmnree torches terran Bh lisable 
quictles'er! fack Llemeine af gu'ells leno toujours phyree 
memes olin ae a ol ax EA Lh ovr versie pace < Arable elpure bu 
sacbhle, ole been el puis ole Senn , A ecel ef pucr | ee SS 
cabin gr closer / Fat Smee | ola b'vinfire , s'eleven! Lepurs 
Oy Sa Pe wtiaote. AMenrre fearon ir ‘curr Aaholen P Cicxstuidatea ts vlhany 
ole pecker oles p bux enlersofontn ole eee villaacc eee | oy Aenea 
ed Rodwi mi si a Se kwvenmng en of fequentes penderal 
La belle POUAG 1 /2HR brvyracas. - lw jole wettes a veled 6 Lu Hay, 
[PO m8 ont PI »halis Viarbieo ef pur Une Ptorwmmenuvle en 

‘ qué oe pers oluno ben olurrrc0e ctegods durum! hd iad 

e an gene ole Leudeo EA) RS SE Rekh Pe reo/ent ole veers 
le ra Ocean « £'c'g hae Ut me mon que peor! Deli’ otcushs Sambi 
a caus. ol quelaues vaatdbese Fig AM LE oy qui jee 
Sear ws com 1b yl Purr Leanpile ae ve lanecemn stands ont 
Cowmmme pt. Sa Ae ae c2Lo poole de Joh: eo mansilees Fe 
tacentent oS eigneur !” on pron ey tee equd comoluri 

dh Cn aecer cer aerrewrhe plivrvero more ere rT 
Celle wir Sen! on enlnDd Bo. ak csc cea ae eeuetien eld ace a ye 
eprrand bw wae ne peed ) ee pe wht, ean e Precrqus 
plow ole ba i ae bn o] teat ean aha: Mle, Bind, qué se depboce a. 

Coar t Component em celle Bey ee De Helo qu'on coms 
Wend ouher wvages. Line @ilitl. fo. pick sdsct tee Pieced 
bia Or hpene Sin a BE, tis aad d iene por B ancre pou eproap % 
ovr Large Carrmane- Cee penours oles Cerrar ole Been paofoece ¢: 
olin ( On K DOr enird Books a are fr EN | ee on bee. He 
athe pees ole Bn HibbarnGe el cleo Aéillurdouric Pent7 gS Ae Rasy lex Bef 
Ou vue olx J chivenenyen Qe» fholles lore el : 

a eae ee o en, Kes slabs (lev A cela m'er eeperBunt 
Pike ay nS Derreire a eheyornle Rub hukiarmn 

ROE: ey | ok beownpe Rtoecl | ve tmnt hein l dae seren choiler, ole pauvis 
reli 2¢ briquco, Sans Qe qerekten 04 Der/emle meet terre pogrrchudion 


rch . AS ees em A bx ports ol cer treet, Pervend Lrguet, 


Learnticais & . — 


* ; F Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
ry Ae Su bine . A) ws febels, doe | bem ux ed Qe, chupelele Se poorfens Scheveningen, 


her Sune unmrecerSe 8 & wipe. & La Neéerlande et la vie 
4, kK cerbhe ah . ‘ = ae arg ww 7 Se bee fy ae Hollandaise, Paris 1859, 
" ‘gpa ae mapa teaiae i." ernrfunt tas youn 2 pp. 234-238 (line 8). 
~ De 2a ethan rehefe, Co nunas Prarie ey vows olen pranlaiges 4. @ = 


+ aetpamied 
oe borg xe oles pects % eal canis gaa< ole paloes que offi crfen|elleenenst 
alan: dablowalucs or Semone , al chinese’ be que stitbiranee Baad crea les erst Cane 
L 


erry bo pee Rowe qe procendl avons ete bu eek G« 


Ritesh der Pieles ol. e 
Witcns ae ne “ Basin ead leanne: eal purlectiar o decrhercd eel Sac vite 
Mes portlet 1 drriant ee 1 tn canoaae de seage usc 0 nese, unre ; 
Cedimmtiy Bie Gle oka cissange euiec ts noted ianaBe dh acetal Bieake uk 
an gute ue < eee ee eA ols PY ie oldleque conel Valle, 

force ole Cenveain quvel 7 aSorp le | ES eae eS a ry ae ba profee|een - Uy, 
rors chapene ol. qree|e pactle F Berle "Obata laaseae Sean Be oN Danes 

rbd de Hews ebue: b: Fererment ees dena coleo parched Pare 
aA. pos Devan! «nr forvnn. tenracelhe , Bax acrh & ticanlenta, daar to le 
frre dite au qunhe eorhathhes. Ce, femmes ow wu phahicks ~~ A 
ore yrund« Lbs: ant ure wrcolrccrernent yotce Ae? Gr Leaps un 
or e pines oles aaak bi. ey | ho r kann tik pas vuwerles, ef Seo 
sake VL UAA herd, A Bae ans elke, A ) ’ uw be pineal i pudeu §. 
Cran frncelinns i. ee pow alt Rabe ' accent ede 4 uri herent bane boule 
OAD PEwrereer me ol ae ne ef o PEF toe Clctins b. vlumezs hinteiases 


th a eR Sar | min , eens © EO FR ehul plus 
per tee Lror 

fertewsent ey’ or theare bx tate: kbs $n. gold e'aat c to 

O'S RNR ree O eet oreo metas Be Pier Go oe heats , | PE Pe) eae vtele * 

A pontoton 01 o powerene | ae oumrnume , el {awe mares | 

He ons SE ware Gicok crank Be okuase , plas souvent AAS Oty 


Yeo ' See DW angen qu'il ob chant ark prt do on by Ca cemhene- GM 


Sarno "eu eas p aarrherd Sune ented Des haadenxnt: - ee 
eachs Dito trait phspegquse Cty car clies Qe toca qu eecops ewer por rein 
qui ows bes yar cone ef be, pute, Ge Sehevenrry er Be re nt rrr epulenhscun, 

‘Lewd eala ot petty re conoeyuencs Su Connninret orce . A 'Ceru, 


Sune elk Cerlernc peiles ont er voit unsrmage Be ber 
me Pe ys & Lherule eel ec fens | Fr Pi ey 


ue ot suabc b, mer deen Ket ae te O oreyene Su anenk vat 

‘ ee Pa enshalnes A rows ae ees tere | 

‘Aone ee, 1 On dle purkeepent Sn carnelian 
Shearer ss aa Lbdedes ole Bi the: & Mey YS 


P'Oceun .- Ste i eth eucecan Ste 
voile Te el Pi ened epardernree— + — re) etre an Ou 

Rent thei b. mes Oy Ee pen) ee ee PT ee ae ee ae 
re | Pasar) Cae aun L' Werun .- Soll Rinhe Bie. Qreaniit: Bs nnateliek me 

Ap [Panty Vaated Meey | be fer de U dekoir, b 1 trent Ve. [lcle qm cornet 


herne e Cer gernrtuninds matepertunrce tors 


OAnw Cay. www 


CAHIER VINCENT 1 


77 


Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Scheveningen, 

La Néerlande et la vie 
Hollandaise, Paris 1859, 
Pp. 238 (line 8) - 239 (line 2). 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Scheveningen, 

La Néerlande et la vie 
Hollandaise, Paris 1859, 

Pp. 232 (line 23) - 234 (line 15). 
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Henri Alphonse Esquiros 
Scheveningen, 

La Néerlande et la vie 
Hollandaise, Paris 1859, 


pp. 237 (line 3) - 239 (line 2). 
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a Monsieur Jules Breton 
Unidentified. 
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a Monsieur Jules Breton 
Unidentified. 
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Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
La Mer, Paris 1861, 

pp. 14-15. 

Also copied in Poetry Album 1 
for Theo, see p. 13 above. 


Or, le mari de Naomi mourut et 
elle demeura... Ruth 1:3. 


Jules Breton (1827-1906) 
Yvonne, 

Les Champs et la mer, 
Paris 1875, p. 34. 

Van Gogh copied only the 
fourth verse of this poem. 
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Jules Breton 

Les Ruines, 
Ocuvres poétiques, 
Paris 1887, p. 76. 
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St Augustine (354-430) 
The Confessions, bk. 9, ch. 10. 


lines 40-41 
fragment from an unidentified 
letter to Theo. 


line 42 - p. 90, line 15 

Al ware het dat ik de talen der 
menschen en der engelen 
sprak (Though | speak with the 
tonques of men and angels), 

1 Corinthians 13. 

See also letter 82a. 
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lines 16-17 

Als droevig zijnde maar altijd 
blijde (As sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing), 

2 Corinthians 6:10. 

See also p. 65 above and 
letters 13a, 28, 73, 82, 82a, 99 
111, 112, 114, 116 and 
Vincent's sermon (following 
letter 83). 


line 18 

Als een dien zijne moeder 
vertroost (As one whom his 
mother comforteth), 

Isaiah 66:13. 

See also letters 77, 82a. 


Jules Michelet (1798-1879) 
L‘Amour, Paris 1859, bk. 5, 
ch. 5, pp. 340-341. 

See also p. 22 and p. 65 above. 


Haar man is bekend in de 
poorten (Her husband is 
known in the gates), Proverbs 
31:23. 
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Frangois Joachim Edouard 
Coppée (1842-1908) 

La Premieére, 

Poésies, 1869-1874, Paris 
1875, pp. 221-222. 

Letter R40 (25 Februari 1884) 
to Anthon van Rappard: ‘Do 
you know the poems of Jules 
Breton, | was reading them 
again recently, together with 
another little volume of French 
verses by Francois Coppée, 
Les humbles and Promenades 
and /ntérieurs. Very beautiful. 
Character sketches of 
workmen - also demi-monde 
with a great deal of sentiment - 
avery great deal.’ 


Frangois Joachim Edouard 
Coppée 

Le Chien perdu, 

Poésies, 1869-1875, Paris 
1875, pp. 85-86. 


Frangois Joachim Edouard 
Coppée 

Aun sous Lieutenant, 
Poésies, 1869-1875, Paris 
1875, pp. 215-216. 

Vincent wrote to Theo in letter 
522 (around 13 August 1888): 
‘As Francois Coppée, | think, 
says in a sonnet, one might 
have ‘a despairing doubt’ on 
the subject of ‘my lieutenant 
on his way’, for, Coppée goes 
on, ‘lam thinking of our 
defeat’. The fact remains that | 
have nothing to complain of in 
him, and if it is true that he will 
shortly be a lieutenant, one 
must acknownledge his luck.’ 
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Frangois Joachim Edouard 
Coppée 

Une Femme seule, 

Poésies, 1869-1875, Paris 
1875, pp. 56-60. 

Letter 357 (around 18-23 
February 1884) contains a few 
poems from a book by 
Frangois Coppée: Désir dans 
le spleen, Douleur bercée and 
Blessure rouverte, together 
with the following comment: 
‘My thoughts have often been 
with you recently, partly 
because ofa little book which 
came from you and which | 
borrowed from L. [Vincent’s 
sister Elisabeth, called Lies], 
the poems of Francois 
Coppée. | knew only very few 
of them, but had been greatly 
struck by them at the time. He 
is one of the true artists - ‘qui y 
mettent leur peau’ - which is 
evident from more than one 
poignant confession. Artist 
the more because he is struck 
by so many very diverse 
things, and can paint a 
thirdclass waiting room full of 
emigrants spending the night 
there - everything grey and 
gloomy and melancholy - and 
in another mood he can draw a 
little marquise dancing a 
minuet, as elegant as a little 
figure by Watteau.’ 
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Francois Joachim Edouard 
Coppée 

Tristement, 

Poésies, 1869-1875, 

Paris 1875, pp. 148-149. 
Around 1 March 1884 Vincent 
wrote to Anthon van Rappard 
(letter R41): ‘Herewith some of 
Coppée’s poems which | 
promised to send you. 
Tristement reminds me of a 
poplar avenue by Hippolyte 
Boulanger, La Vallée de 
Josafat | think it is called. 
What a mood of autumn it has. 
| thought you would also find 
them beautiful. There are 
many more in the same little 
volume, | chose only a few 
here and there.’ 
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Thomas Moore (1779-1852) 
Who is the maid? St. Jerome’s 
love, The Poetical Works of 
Thomas Moore, Paris 1827, 

p. 328, cited by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) 
in: 

We and Our Neighbors 
(London, 1875), pp. 108-109. 
Vincent van Gogh copied this 
poem in black ink on a sheet of 
paper (20.6 x 26.8 cm) that 
was folded double. He 
mistakenly named Harriet 
Beecher Stowe as the author 
of the poem, which can be 
explained by the fact that the 
poem is cited in Beecher 
Stowe’s novel We and Our 
Neighbors, where it is 
attributed to a certain Moore. 
On the other side of this sheet 
of paper Vincent sketched a 
little landscape in pencil. This 
sketch is reproduced in 
Verzamelde brieven van 
Vincent van Gogh, Amsterdam 
& Antwerpen, 1953 (Part One, 
p. 294), but not in the edition 
of J.B. de la Faille, The Works 
of Vincent van Gogh 
(Amsterdam, 1970). The poem 
and drawing probably date 
from Vincent’s time in The 
Hague. 

He liked this poem enough to 
copy it twice again in his 
letters, the first time in a letter 
tot his sister Wil (W18, 
December 1889) and again in 
a letter to Theo (no. 623, 
January 1890). In both causes 
the many varations from the 
original text suggest that he 
was copying from memory. 
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